
PHOENIX PARK SERVICE PROJECT˝
On Saturday, May 14th we, as a church, will lead a work day at our local park that is just down the street from us. We 
have the opportunity to make a very practical dif ference in the community by spending a few hours 
sprucing up the park and inviting the neighbors to come out and join us. Projects will include things 
like planting flowers, painting benches, cleaning up trash, etc. ˝

Every year our neighbors express their appreciation for all of our efforts to keep the park looking nice. 
Let’s take this opportunity to be a blessing to our community. The project will run from 9am-noon. 
Please come for whatever portion of that time that you can. Thank you!

From a pastor’s desk:˝
“Now Jesus’ mother and brothers came to see him, but they were not able to get near him because of the crowd. 
Someone told him, “Your mother and brothers are standing outside, wanting to see you.”˝

He replied, “My mother and brothers are those who hear God’s word and put it into practice.”˝
        Luke 8:19-21˝
To hear this might seem a little cold. Was Jesus turning His back on His own family? We know that He wasn’t. His family 
was with Him through to the end. But what He was highlighting is that God has bir thed us into His family, we have a 
spiritual, eternal relationship with the family of God as part of our new identity!˝

The note in my Bible says, “Jesus’ reply was not meant to reject his natural family but to emphasize the higher priority of 
his spiritual relationship to those who believed in Him.” ˝

I thank God for the family that I was born into and the family that God has blessed me with. But I also thank God for 
the family of believers that God has placed me in and allowed me to serve Him alongside of. This family is called the 
local church.˝

I have to share with you what the truth of this recently meant to one of our members, Peggy Foreman. As most of you 
know Peggy suffered a stroke that left the entire left side of her body paralyzed. She has been living the last 4 years of 
her life in a nursing home. Recently she was a little bit down. She had a bir thday and shared with me that she was 
disappointed that she hadn’t heard from any of her family. Also, her 19 inch television that is mounted on her wall so 
that she can see if from her bed, was losing it’s picture. And her wheelchair batteries had died so she couldn’t make 
her monthly trip that she looks forward to, to the dollar store that comes to the nursing home.˝

Well, thanks to the funds that members of Christ Church had contributed in your offerings to our crisis fund, we were 
able to replace her television with a new 32 inch one, we purchased new batteries for her wheelchair, and even paid 
for her to get her hair dyed ($40) which would have cost her a whole month of her income!˝

She was ecstatic, and so grateful. She asked me to share this thank you note that she had written to her friends at 
Christ Church:˝

The store here had no thank you cards so I am writing this note to thank you for the T.V., the batteries for my 
wheel chair, and my hair appointment. I thank God every time I use them. It’s great to have a church that cares 
so much about people. I am proud to be a member. Sorry about the paper, it’s all I have. It 
made me happy to wake up and know that I can move around on my own.˝
      Yours truly, Peggy Foreman˝

She even shared that now that she is not straining to see the television, she is not as dependent on 
her glasses for reading! Praise the Lord! God knew what He was doing when he created His family, 
the church, to love and care for His family members and to share His love with a world that needs it! ˝
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 CHRIST CHURCH SOFTBALL TEAM – TRANSFORMERS˝
The men’s softball team has begun another season! We were a little rusty for our first game and although we scored 
an impressive 11 runs, we gave up more than that to our opponents (29 to be exact). 
But now we are ready to get serious and are looking forward to a fun season. ˝

Our hope is that other players and fans will see Christ’s love demonstrated in us 
regardless of the outcome of the game. We always enjoy having fans there to 
encourage us on. If you would like to join us, the games are played on Friday nights 
and the schedule is posted on the May calendar in this newsletter.˝

NATIONAL DAY OF PRAYER ˝
The National Day of Prayer is a vital part of America’s heritage and is as relevant and critical today as it was at the first 
call by our Continental Congress in 1775. Established in public law by a joint resolution of Congress, signed by President 
Truman in 1952, then amended to designate the day under the 100th Congress and President Reagan in 1988, it states 
that:  
  
“The President shall issue each year a proclamation designating the first Thursday in May as a National Day of Prayer 
on which the people of the United States may turn to God in prayer and meditation at churches, in groups and as 
individuals.” 
  
In Romans 13, the Apostle Paul exhorts us to “Let everyone be subject to the governing authorities, for there is no 
authority except that which God has established. The authorities that exist have been established by God. 
Consequently, whoever rebels against the authority is rebelling against what God has instituted, and those who do so 
will bring judgment on themselves.”  
  
Not only are we exhorted to submit in recognition of God’s sovereignty, but we are encouraged and exhorted to pray! “I 
urge, then, first of all, that petitions, prayers, intercession and thanksgiving be made for all people—for kings and all those 
in authority, that we may live peaceful and quiet lives in all godliness and holiness.” It is both our spiritual responsibility 
according to God’s Word and it is also our civic duty as a citizen or resident of this great nation to respond when we are 

called upon by our leaders. During times of war, we have rallied millions to defend our 
nation against a physical threat, how much more should we rise up to defend her against 
a spiritual one – the unseen enemy who seeks to ‘steal, kill, and destroy all that God has 
established and all those that follow Him.  
  
As our nation struggles with foreign and domestic threats, economic insecurity, cultural 

tensions, and continual challenges to basic constitutional rights, citizens of the United States 
are preparing to heed the call by our elected leaders to rise to the occasion and exercise one of their most precious 
freedoms – the right to gather, turn to God, and pray. Will you respond to the call? Will you pray for America?˝

We will gather for prayer on Thursday May 5th at our regularly scheduled prayer time, 6:45pm. Hope to see you there!˝

CAVE QUEST VBS˝
Gear up for an over-the-top underground adventure! Help us ground kids in the 
rock-solid foundation of God’s love, a love that takes us through life’s dark times. 
VBS will be July 25-29, please let Jane know if you are willing to help, we are in 
need of volunteers!˝

Artwork Dates for this month: 5/2 11am-1pm, 5/13 11am-1pm, 5/17 1pm-3pm and 
5/27 11am-1pm

EILEEN WINNER’S NEW ADDRESS:˝
34704 Spring Valley Drive˝

Westland, MI  48185˝



AWANA NEWS˝
As the end of another school year approaches we find ourselves wrapping up another year of our AWANA ministry. First 
we thank God for the opportunity that He has given us to pour into the lives of so many children. It is so exciting each 
week to see the kids come and like little sponges, soak up the Word of God. Their ability to memorize scripture amazes 
us adults, and because God’s Word is living and active, we know that this is what God will use to guide them through 
life and draw them to Him! ˝

Secondly we want to thank all of the volunteers who selflessly gave of their time and energy to bless the children! I can’t 
think of a greater investment of our resources for both the future of our children 
and our country!˝

As we close out this year the 2016 Award Ceremony and Potluck dinner will be 
held at Christ Church on May 18th, 6:30-8pm. At this ceremony we will invite all 
of the parents to come and hear about all that the Lord has been doing as well 
as see for themselves what the children have learned through demonstrations 
and awards that will be given.

LADIES DAY- EVERLASTING LEGACY˝
 The Ladies Day is at Gull Lake Wednesday, June 8th!  The cost is only $20 per woman. Sign up 

in the rear entry way.  Please give your money/check to the office or in your offering plate 
labeled for the Ladies Day, made out to Christ Church.  We will leave church early in the 

morning and stop for dinner (not included in cost) on the way home.  Come join us for a great 
day!

THE BOOK OF HEBREWS˝
We want to thank Yvonne Moore for leading our Adult Sunday School class in a 
comprehensive study of the book of Hebrews. She is a gifted teacher and 
packed a lot into the time that we had to spend together with her. We can truly 
appreciate that Jesus is the better sacrifice that was given for the better 
covenant that we now enjoy! ˝

The study ended with a celebration of the Passover Seder where we were 
given the opportunity to experience the true meaning of the different elements 
of the Seder and find that they all pointed to us Jesus, the promised Messiah! ˝

ADULT SUNDAY SCHOOL – LISTENING FOR GOD’S LEADING˝
Have you ever wondered “How did the men and women of the Bible know God’s voice?” We 
are about to embark on a study that will help and encourage us to listen and follow His 
leading in our lives. I hope you will plan to join us! 9:00am every Sunday.˝

THANK YOU! THANK YOU! THANK YOU!˝
We recently shared that John Fish’s children had a house fire and lost almost everything that 
they had. We invited you to share in helping them to recover from their loss. As a result of your 
generous donations we were able to share with them a check for over $1300! What a 
blessing!˝

We also got a thank you card from our partners in ministry at the AAA Pregnancy Resource 
Center thanking us for participating in their baby bottle campaign. Our contributions totaled 
$582.36. Thank you for your generous support of this important ministry! 



WESTSIDE CHRISTIAN ACADEMY – URGENT NEED˝
Over the past 3 years the Lord has been doing amazing things at and through WCA. I have watched as the school has 
been transformed from a building that was dilapidated and falling apart to a beautiful state of the art facility. I have seen 
the Lord bring in new administration that has drastically improved the quality of education without compromising the 
motto of “Jesus and education offered here daily”! The board of the school has grown to include more men of vision and 
prayer who are committed to God’s mission at the school. The school’s staff is made up of men and women who love 
Jesus and are committed to sharing his love with children while training and educating them to be young men and 
women of God in the world. The school now employs a gifted man who is the director of development. This man is 
seeing to it that the message of Westside’s mission is being shared with the Christian community in southeast Michigan.˝

God has been richly blessing Westside and the future of the school looks bright. But the process of developing a strong 
donor base takes some time. The school has a two year plan in place to bring the school to 
a position of financial sustainability. However, the school is in a position of critical need to 
close out the school year. I am bringing this need to you for two reasons: 1. Please pray 
with us for God’s provision. We believe that it is His ministry and He will provide! ˝
2. If in praying for the school, God would lead you to help, please include an extra donation 
in your offering and mark it WCA or Westside. ˝

We are excited to watch how God will provide! We give him the glory for what He has done 
and is still yet to do! Thank you!˝

MISSING GARAGE DOOR REMOTE˝
We are missing one of the remotes for the garage door opener. If you should find it in a pocket or 
laying around, please turn it in to Bill Peter. Thank you.˝

NEW CHURCH KEYS!˝
We have now re-keyed all of the church locks to match the new front door locks. If you 
have a key that worked in the side entrance, you can exchange that key for a new one. 
See Bill Peter.˝

CHILDREN’S MINISTRY UPDATE˝
With summer quickly approaching a lot will be happening in Children's Ministry!! This summer we are attending 
FaHoLo (Faith Hope and Love) camp. The kids will get away to spend time with, 
learn more about, and worship God. There will also be time to meet new friends 
and enjoy many great summer activities such as swimming, water trampolines, 
Go- Carts, high and low ropes, and so much more.  A few dates to keep in mind 
would be the middle school camp: June 27 until July 1, and the high school camp: 
July 11 until 15. Please talk to Stephanie Morris if you have any questions or are 
interested in attending! We hope to see you there.  More summer activities will be 
announced at a later date, so be ready!˝

BLESSINGS FOR BRIGHTMOOR 2016˝

This year we will be blessing those that live in Brightmoor on August 20th.  During 
the months of May, June, and July, we will be collecting toiletries to give away on 
that day.  We will be collecting: Hand soap, Toothpaste, Toothbrushes, Shampoo, 
and Toilet Paper. There will be a box in the rear entry way to put the toiletries in.  
Thank you for your help!˝


