
devotion to God Almighty.  It ought to be solemnized with 
pomp and parade, with shows, games, sports, guns, bells, 
bonfires, and illuminations, from one end of this continent 
to the other, from this time forward forever more.  

Adams's prediction was off by two days. From the outset, 
Americans celebrated independence on July 4, the date 
shown on the much-publicized Declaration of Independence, 
rather than on July 2, the date the resolution of 
independence was approved in a closed session of Congress.  

This brief description of the origin of our celebration of 

the 4th of July comes from Wikipedia.  As I read this a 

couple of things jumped out at me.  First, how thankful I 

am that in God’s sovereign design I was blessed to be 

born in this country where all that I have known is the joy 

of living in the freedom that we experience.  It is so easy 

to take this gift for granted! Secondly, I am impressed that 

John Adams recognized the magnitude of what he was 

involved with and that it should be celebrated by future 

generations by “solemn acts of devotion to God 

Almighty.”  In other words, he knew that this was 

designed and orchestrated by God and that He should be 

worshiped for it!  

How will you be celebrating your 4th of July?  My 

suggestion would be to take the advice of John Adams 

and intentionally acknowledge our Heavenly Father’s 

blessing on us and thank Him for the freedom that we still 

enjoy today!  In addition, let’s not forget our brothers and 

sisters in Christ around the world, who instead of 

celebrating freedom, are hiding in fear and being 

persecuted for their faith in Jesus on this same day.  May 

God protect, strengthen them and fill them with the joy of 

their own freedom in Christ! 

“It is for freedom that Christ has set us free. Stand firm, 

then, and do not let yourselves be burdened again by a yoke 

of slavery.”  Galatians 5:1 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

     

      

FROM A PASTOR’S DESK: 

July 4th, Independence Day!!! 

During the American Revolution, the legal separation of 
the Thirteen Colonies from Great Britain in 1776 actually 
occurred on July 2, when the Second Continental 
Congress voted to approve a resolution of independence 
… declaring the United States independent from Great 
Britain rule.  After voting for independence, Congress 
turned its’ attention to the Declaration of Independence, 
a statement explaining this decision, which had been 
prepared by a Committee of Five, with Thomas 
Jefferson as its principal author.  Congress debated and 
revised the wording of the Declaration, finally approving 
it two days later on July 4.  A day earlier, John Adams had 
written to his wife Abigail: 

The second day of July 1776, will be the most memorable 
epoch in the history of America.  I am apt to believe that it 
will be celebrated by succeeding generations as the great 
anniversary festival. It ought to be commemorated as the 
day of deliverance, by solemn acts of devotion to God 
Almighty.  It ought to be solemnized with pomp and 
parade, with shows, games, sports, guns, bells, bonfires, 
and illuminations, from one end of this continent to the 
other, from this time forward forever more.  

Adams's prediction was off by two days. From the outset, 
Americans celebrated independence on July 4, the date 
shown on the much-publicized Declaration of 
Independence, rather than on July 2, the date the 
resolution of independence was approved in a closed 
session of Congress.  

This brief description of the origin of our celebration of 

the 4th of July comes from Wikipedia.  As I read this a 

couple of things jumped out at me.  First, how thankful I 

am that in God’s sovereign design I was blessed to be 

born in this country where all that I have known is the 

joy of living in the freedom that we experience.  It is so 

easy to take this gift for granted! Secondly, I am 

impressed that John Adams recognized the magnitude 

of what he was involved with and that it should be 

celebrated by future generations by “solemn acts of 

devotion to God Almighty.”  In other words, he knew 

that this was designed and orchestrated by God and 

that He should be worshiped for it!  
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VACATION BIBLE SCHOOL – July 24-28 
 
This year’s theme for our VBS is “Maker Fun Factory” 
– Created by God, built for a purpose! Imagine a world 
where curious kids become hands-on inventors who 
discover they’re lovingly crafted by God who has a 
great plan for their lives! 
 
We will again be inviting children that are going into 
Kindergarten through the 6th grade to come and see, 
hear, and feel the love of Jesus.  Please be in prayer as 
to where the Lord might want to use you! 
 
We are still in need of people who would be willing to 
be intercessors.  This is something that you can do at 
home and is a vital part of this ministry.  There will be 
a sign-up sheet posted in the rear-entry.  We are also 
in need of van drivers and transportation aides.  As 
Jane has need for artwork she will notify the 
congregation. 
 
 
  NURSERY NEEDS 

We are still in need of someone or someone’s to take 
the lead in caring for our nursery.  Our youngest 
members deserve a first-class environment to be 
cared for in.  Would you consider helping with this 
responsibility?  For more details on what is needed see 
Barb Christopherson. 

 

CONGRATULATIONS!! 

We congratulate Danny Boger on having graduated 

from High School!  We pray that God will continue to 

guide and bless you as you move into another season 

of life! 

 

MEN’S SOFTBALL UPDATE 

We have been enjoying a great season! Unfortunately, 

we just had our win streak snapped at two games but 

there is plenty of season left.  We would love to have 

you come out and support us and enjoy a great Friday 

night at the ball park.  For location and times see the 

enclosed calendar.  

 

 

 

  

CARE GROUP UPDATE 

Our care groups are not currently meeting as we 

are currently offering the topical studies in their 

place.  Through the month of July, we are 

continuing to offer studies on the Torah, Miracles, 

and Marriage.  Our prayer is that you will choose at 

least one of these studies to continue growing in 

you walk with Jesus and with each other.  Please 

see the dates and times for the classes on the 

calendar. 

BRIGHTMOOR SERVICE PROJECT 
 
Our first Brightmoor Service Project will be on 
Saturday July 15th.  The project will take place at 
the home of Brian and Wanda White.  We will be 
offering them a hand trimming trees and bushes, 
raking, and possibly erecting a wall on the frame 
of their garage.  
 
We will meet out at the worksite at 9am and the 
hot dog lunch will be served at 11:30. Food will be 
distributed following lunch.  If you can help with 
the project we have several ways that you could 
serve from helping with the cleanup, to serving 
the lunch, to delivering the food.  If you have 
questions please see Mark, Bill, or Barb 
Christopherson. 
 

CHILDREN AND YOUTH’S CORNER 

Summer is just around the corner. That means that 
the Wednesday Night Summer Activity are almost 
here.  Students going into kindergarten through 
5th grade are welcome to attend.  The events will 
be from 6pm until 8pm. There will be food 
provided, so come hungry!  Contact Miss 
Stephanie or the church if a ride is needed.  
 
July 12th Carnival Night 
August 2nd Scavenger Hunt Night 
August 16th Messy Game Night 
 

 

 

 

                             



  

 

 

 

  

 

A NEED/OPPORTUNITY 

When Jesus was describing His return in glory, he 

talked about separating the sheep from the goats. 

What distinguished the difference between them 

was how they demonstrated their love for Him by 

loving others who were in need.   “I was in prison 

and you came and visited me” was one example. 

We have an opportunity right now to extend our 

love in this way.  A young man named Nicholas 

Hunter is currently incarcerated.  Some of you 

might remember Nick, he is the oldest of Frankie 

Hunter’s “kids”.  He has been in prison for a couple 

of years and will be for a few more.  I have been 

keeping in regular communication with him and 

have been blessed to watch him grow in his love for 

the Lord and in his commitment to follow Him.  

Unfortunately, Nick does not get a lot of 

communication and could really use some 

encouragement from us.  Nick shared with me how 

excited the inmates get every time that they get 

mail.  A simple card or letter would bring great 

encouragement to him.  FYI Nick just turned 45 on 

June 4th. You can write to him at: 

Nicholas Hunter #332524 

Central Michigan Correctional Facility 

320 N. Hubbard 

St. Louis, MI 48880 

 

BACKPACKS 

This year we will again be donating backpacks to 
Westside Christian Academy.  During the month of 
July, we will be collecting #2 pencils and both the 
college and wide ruled notebook paper.  If you 
would like to donate money towards the 
backpacks, please write backpacks and the amount 
you are giving on your envelope.  Any amount is 
greatly appreciated. 

 

Note:  Target and Walmart have these items on sale 
in July. 


