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From a pastor’s desk:

The bir th of Jesus marked the start of something new. There had been a 400 year period of silence. No 
record of God speaking to His people through Prophets,  Judges, or Priests. Now John the Baptist begins to 
draw attention to the coming of Jesus. All of a sudden “the word became flesh” and God reveals himself like 
he never has before!

Today, we enjoy the benefits of a relationship with our Heavenly Father, through His Son Jesus. Jesus not only 
came to live among us but now lives in us through His Holy Spirit. That’s one of the benefits of our new life! 

Jesus didn’t come to take our old life and make it better, He came to give us a brand new life. Unfortunately 
we “settle” for our old life with new “benefits.” We like to hold onto the parts of our life that we think that we 
can handle or that we don’t think that we can live without, but there is nothing about that old life that even 
begins to compare to what God has in store for us if only we will surrender it all to Him!

Paul writes in Romans 12:

“Therefore, I urge you, brothers, in view of God’s mercy, to offer your bodies as living 
sacrifices, holy and pleasing to God- this is your spiritual act of worship.” 

Are there areas of your life, possibly sin that you have struggled with but have given up the struggle, that 
God would want you to experience His freedom in? He doesn’t come and tell us what not to do but rather 
He conquers sin for us and offers to us freedom. 

We are embarking on a new year! Like God’s mercies which are new every morning, we have the 
opportunity to recommit to walking in the freedom from that sin by His grace. Don’t be discouraged, be 
encouraged! Know that it is your Heavenly Father’s desire for you to experience the victory that Jesus 
purchased for you!

It’s a new year and a new opportunity to recommit to living our lives surrendered to Jesus and free from the 
sin that He already set us free from! We’ve been called to live righteous lives to His glory! Let’s start fresh and 
watch Him live in victory through us!

“Therefore do not let sin reign in your mortal body so that you obey its evil desires. Do not offer 
the parts of your body to sin, as instruments of wickedness, but rather offer yourselves to God, 
as those who have been brought from death to life; and offer the parts of your body to him as 
instruments of righteousness. For sin shall not be your master because you are not under law, 
but under grace.”  Romans 6:12-14



AWANA UPDATE
Following our Christmas break AWANA will resume 
regular meetings again on Wednesday, January 7th. If 
you have been interested in helping, we can always 
use the help. There are opportunities to work with the 
children in recreation, working with memory verses, 
teaching Bible stories, or leading in music. If you have 
any questions or would like to help, please see Jane.

WINTER SNOW CLEARING SCHEDULE

        M. Boyle/B. Peter             12:00pm March 4 thru 12:00pm January 11
     A. Christopherson/S.Fosgard    12:00pm Jan 11 thru 12:00pm Jan 18
    B. LeRoy/M. Boyle     12:00pm January 18 thru 12:00pm January 25

      J. Pokerwinski/M.Einem     12:00pm Jan 25 thru 12:00pm February 1  
     A. Smith/Earl Bowser      12:00pm February 1 thru 12:00pm February 8
      Joe Fish/John Fish       12:00pm February 8 thru 12:00pm February 15   

    A. Esquibel/W. Lai    12:00pm February 15 thru 12:00pm February 22 
    S. Moseby/N. Verbruggen  12:00pm February 22 thru 12:00pm March 1 
 M. Boyle/B. Peter              12:00pm March 1 thru 12:00pm December 31

MINISTRY REPORTS
After each ministry gives their report, please make 
sure Sarah has a copy.
January 4th – Outreach Ministry Report
January 11th – Property and Maintenance Report
January 18th – Fellowship and Prophetic Ministry 
Reports
January 25th – Worship Ministry Report
February 1st – Education and Worship Ministry 
Reports 

LIVING GENEROUSLY
This is the name of the series that we will be addressing in our Sunday messages starting January 8th. We live 

in a culture that has lost the true meaning of a generous life. Jesus spoke about generosity throughout his 
ministry in ways that now seem foreign even to us in church. In this series we will watch a family grow in their 
commitment to Christ and in the way that they live their lives generously. This family will learn to take “risks” by 

faith, experience suffering, doubt, and joy. And we will grow with them. You won’t want to miss the Sunday 
messages or the discussions that will follow in Care Groups.



FAMILY MOVIE NIGHT
Looking for a great way to break up the monotony of the 

winter season? Why not plan to spend an evening over at 
church watching a movie with friends? This month’s 

movie will be shown on Sunday January 18th and is the 
popular movie that came out last year entitled 

“God’s Not Dead”. 
Afterwards we will share coffee and desserts. The movie 

will start promptly at 6:30pm. Hope to see you there!

OUTREACH DONATIONS
Thank you to everyone who have been donating 
their used clothing and household items for 
outreach. Due to our limited space, we are asking 
that you be a little more selective  in what you 
donate. Please only bring in items that are in 
good repair and clothing that is close to new. Joan 
Cullen and her team try to turn over the donations 
as fast as possible, but right now, due to our 
limited space, our storage is full.  Thank you for 
helping.

MINISTRY PARTNER UPDATE
Westside Christian Academy is one of the local ministries that we have supported for many years. God has 
been doing some incredible things there as given witness to by this letter that we recently received.

Dear Pastor Mark,
ı Last week a visitor was at Westside who comes once or twice a year. He is an educator in the 
Romulus School District who supervises some of our shared time teachers. He said to me, “The 
changes that have taken place in this school over the past two years are just amazing. And it’s not just 
the building. The behavior and the respect from the students have improved as well.”
ı For the part that you and the congregation at Christ Church have played in the turnaround, we 
are truly grateful. Pastor Ounanian prayed for years that the Christian community would rally around 
Westside and help it to thrive. His prayer is being answered t a greater and greater degree. Not just 
churches, but families and individuals and businesses are discovering that something important is 
happening at 9540 Bramell Street and they are willing to help us. Someday I may write a book, and I 
will call it, “The Miracle on Bramell Street.”
 Mrs. Cowen showed me a report the other day of scores on the PSAT for our eleventh graders. 
Nearly all of them were in the upper quartile. This is a major improvement from just two years ago. I 
believe the new teachers and the effort we have made to strengthen 
educational quality at Westside are beginning to show results.
 Again, thanks to you and your congregation for helping Westside 
to achieve financial health and to fulfill the ministry that God has given 
us.

Because He Lives,
Dr. Kenneth E, Hall
Superintendent

Praise God for His faithfulness and all the He is doing in the lives of children at Westside! It’s exciting, for us as 
a church, to be able to support His work there.  



KROGER BRINGING HOPE TO THE TABLE
Last year was our first year partnering with Gleaners and Kroger to help supply our Outreach food pantry. It was a huge 

success and we will be doing it again this year. What happens is that we need volunteers who will go to Kroger at 5 
mile and Merriman and ask shoppers if they would be willing to donate to provide meals to those in need. They can 

purchase items that we will suggest or give monetarily. All food collected at the store goes directly to our pantry and all 
funds collected will go to Gleaners who will total them up and credit our account with them that amount. An additional 
$200 credit will be given to our account from monies that Kroger will be collecting at their registers during the month of 

January. Our opportunity to volunteer will be on Saturday Jan. 31st from 10 am till 6pm and again on Sunday Feb. 1st 
from noon till 6pm. A volunteer sign up sheet will be posted in the rear entry as the date approaches.

  ANNUAL REPORT MAILING LIST
  Any address, telephone number, email changes in the past 
  year, please let Sarah LeRoy know. Also, anyone not on the Annual Report mailing list and would like to be, 
please see Sarah or put in her mailbox.


