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From a pastor’s desk: 
 
As we come to the end of another year and the beginning of a new one it gives 
us the opportunity to pause and consider just how good our God is! Psalm 103 
reminds us to “Praise the Lord, O my soul, and forget not all his benefits…” For 
each of us 2016 will be remembered for different reasons. Some of us 
experienced major life changes, things like additions to the family, new 
employment opportunities, health challenges, etc. Regardless of whether it was a 
year of joy or challenge, we have experienced the faithfulness of our loving 
Father, and for that we should praise Him! 
 
By taking this time to acknowledge His faithfulness we prepare ourselves to meet 
the unknowns of 2017 with confidence! We have nothing to fear as we place our 
trust in Jesus. Romans 8:31-32 puts it this way, “If God is for us, who can be 
against us? He who did not spare his own Son, but gave him up for us all-how 
will he not also, along with him, graciously give us all things?” How awesome is 
that?! 
 
As we just finished celebrating Jesus’ coming to earth as a baby, we were 
reminded that He will be coming back again, and we are instructed to be ready 
and watching. As our world continues to change before our eyes, I can’t help get 
a little more excited about the idea of Jesus coming back soon! The question 
then crosses my mind “What is he waiting for?” Peter gives us a glimpse into 
God’s heart when he writes, “The Lord is not slow in keeping his promise, as 
some understand slowness. He is patient with you, not wanting anyone to perish, 
but everyone to come to repentance.” 2Pet. 3:9 
 
In His great love, not just for us but for all people, God’s desire is for all men to 
come to know His great love for them and to come to repentance. How important 
is that to us? A measure of that might be to ask ourselves “How often do I pray 
for the salvation of someone I know?” If God is actually delaying His return in 
hopes that more will be saved, what am I doing about it? God has put people 
who He loves in each of our lives. We are the instruments that He will reach them 
through if we are available and willing to be used by Him! 
 
May 2017 be a year where lives are changed for eternity and may we be ready to 
be part of the process! Who knows, this might just be the year He comes back to 
take us home! 
 
 
NEW YEARS WORSHIP SCHEDULE 
Saturday, Dec. 31 – 7pm New Year Praise and Prayer Service 



Sunday, Jan. 1 – NO SUNDAY SCHOOL, Worship will begin at 10:15am 
(fellowship will be on the following Sunday, Jan. 8) 
 
ADULT SUNDAY SCHOOL OPTIONS 
Beginning Jan. 8, 2017, we will be offering two opportunities to study God’s Word 
on Sunday mornings.  

1. “Weekly Torah Portions” This is a yearlong commitment to read together 
and discuss the assigned Torah cycle readings. We encourage Christians 
to become familiar with the five books of Moses and read along with the 
Messianic Jewish world as we all study the Bible together throughout the 
year. You don't need to be a pastor or a rabbi. You only need to love the 
Word of God and want to study the Word with other Christians using the 
weekly Torah portion cycle. The weekly readings will provide a better 
understanding of the Bible that Jesus read, how the Torah shaped the 
culture of the New Testament, and how it affects our lives today. 

 
2. “Thriving in Babylon” As our world continues to change it may seem like 

we are living in a society that resembles Babylon more than the United 
States that we grew up in pledging to be “one nation under God.” How are 
we supposed to approach life? Join with us as we take a look at the life of 
a man who didn’t change with his surroundings but actually changed the 
world in which he lived – Daniel. We will look at what made Daniel the 
incredible man of God that he was and what we can learn from his life that 
will impact our lives today. 

 
You are welcome and encouraged to choose the study that interests you. The 
Weekly Torah Portions will meet in the Jr. High Classroom in the education unit 
and Thriving in Babylon will meet in the fellowship room. 
 
CHRISTMAS OUTREACH 
Throughout the year, we are given the opportunity to bless those who need food, 
clothing and household items through our Outreach program. Christmas, of 
course is extra-special in that we also can distribute toys for children and 
Christmas decorations. Once again Amy Boger and the Boger family did an 
outstanding job of purchasing, setting up and distributing the toys. It was great to 
have such quality stuff for the families to choose from. And Joan Cullen and her 
crew did the same with the decorations and Christmas items that the people 
were given the chance to choose from. 
 
Truly we are blessed to be a blessing! And of the families that we are privileged 
to minster to, we are also able to share the truth of God’s love for them and His 
awesome plan of salvation with about 90% of them who come for the Bible study. 
 
We are thankful for Dick Christopherson’s oversight of this ministry. We thank 
Barb Christopherson who handles ordering the food from Gleaners, packaging it, 
and organizing the Kroger and Meijer partnerships, and Bill Peter who handles 



the Forgotten Harvest distribution, oversees all the volunteers who package and 
deliver the Forgotten Harvest food, procures, and prepares the boxes used for 
distribution and picks up the donations from Entemans.  We thank Joan Cullen 
and her team of volunteers for all that they do to organize and prepare all the 
clothes donated for distribution. Thank you also to all the volunteers who faithfully 
serve on Saturdays. 
 
 
SANCTITY OF LIFE NEWS 
Right to Life of Michigan works tirelessly to protect and advocate for the unborn. 
Recently they shared some information that was very encouraging for those who 
have similar concerns. 

 
“the Michigan Department of Health and Human Services is required by law 
to issue an annual report regarding abortions performed in our state. The 
report brought us some very good news… 

1. There used to be 72 abortion clinics operating at full tilt in the state of 
Michigan. Today there are only 19 left. More closures on the way. 

2. Teen abortions, minor abortions, in Michigan peaked in the mid-1990s. 
We reduced abortions among this important target audience by a 
whopping 79%! 

3. Overall, total abortions performed peaked in Michigan in 1988. We 
have reduced that number by almost 45%! 

 
These are some very positive signs and we can thank God that He is using the 
efforts of organizations like Right to Life to save lives! But we still need to be in 
prayer, in 2015 there were still 27,151 lives taken in abortion right here in 
Michigan. God’s heart must still grieve for each child who He is “knitting together” 
in its’ mother’s womb whose life is taken. Why not take a moment right now to 
pray for the safety of lives in the womb and thank God for the progress that is 
being made to change our understanding of the sanctity of life? 
 
DAVE FACKLER AT IMPACT MISSIONS 
Many of us know Dave Fackler and his organization called Impact Missions. 
Dave has led many of our mission trips in the past from Kentucky to Ecuador. 
We, as a church, have included Impact Missions as one of our Ministry Partners 
for many years. Dave just notified us that he is moving into a “semi-retired” 
position, “staying closer to home”, and will no longer require our support. 
 
We thank God for the impact that Dave’s life and ministry has had on so many of 
us and so many other churches that he has worked with. We pray that God will 
bless him as he moves into this season of his life. As Dave is fondly remembered 
for exclaiming, “Glory!” We know that his life will continue to bring glory and 
honor to Jesus! 

 
 



THANK YOU! 
 

A special thank you to all who helped at the Thanksgiving and Christmas 
outreach this year!  We really appreciate all the work you do to help with 
Forgotten Harvest, bagging groceries, handing out food, giving out toys and 
Christmas decorations, or just being there and sharing the light of Jesus with 
people.  We appreciate all you do! 

 
BRINGING HOPE TO THE TABLE 
Once again, Christ Church will partner with Gleaners and Kroger in the “Bringing 
HOPE to the Table Campaign”.  We will be working at the Kroger Store on 
Haggerty and Six Mile Road on Saturday, January 28 and Sunday, January 29. 
We will be collecting money for Gleaners and groceries for our pantry.  We will 
post a schedule for people to sign up to volunteer in the rear entry way.   

 
FROM THE YOUTH 

 
 I hope everyone is staying warm and had a wonderful Christmas. Thank you to 
everyone who helped and to the students who participated in the Christmas 
program. It was amazing. Winter Retreats are coming up at Bair Lake Bible 
Camp!! The Junior Winter Blitz camp is February 24-26. This camp is for 3rd 
through 6th graders. The Winter Blitz camp for the older students (7th through 
12th grade) will be January 27- 29. Please contact Stephanie as soon as 
possible if you are interested in a student attending. 

 
LOTTERY TICKET HOPE 
 
A person buys a lottery ticket, maybe even five.  
He scratches off the tiny silver in hopes of a big surprise. 
Another plays his lucky numbers straight and in the box.  
But like Charlie Brown at Halloween, he comes back with a bag of rocks. 
Millions play the Powerball in hopes of becoming rich.  
It’s the same old game the devil’s been playing. It’s called the bait and switch. 
He baits you with false hope, of dreams beyond your wildest dreams,  
But it’s just a smoke screen, it’s just a scheme, to pick your pocket clean. 
 
So many people put their hope  
in something that will eventually fail.  
They put their hope in people, things and riches to no avail;  
All of which are here today and never to be seen tomorrow.  
But when you put your hope in Jesus, He makes us rich and adds no sorrow. 
 
When you put your hope in the One who never disappoints His chosen 
Your blessings run like rivers, your accounts are never frozen 
Grace, peace, love and joy are just a few examples 
Oh, taste and see that the Lord is good, quit nibbling on the samples 



 
I serve a God in whom I know fulfills my every hope 
My hope makes me unashamed, for I know I’ll reach my goal 
I have a blessed assurance, it’s an endurance that’s stood the test of time 
It’s the blessed hope that I am always His, and He is always mine 
 
My Father is rich in houses and land 
He holds the power of the world in His hands 
And if you’re a redeemed and blood bought saint 
Your hope is in the One who never falters, nor faints 
 
So, every day I arise to see the sun rise,  
I’ve hit the lottery 
I got a brand-new slate, it’s boxed and straight,  
And He provides my every need  
And should I not arise one day, no breath in me at all 
Then celebrate my hope in Christ, because I’ve hit the powerball 
 
INK CARTRIDGES 
We have had some 920HP Ink Cartridges donated to the church.  If anyone can 
use these please see Mark. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 


