
God promises: “You will seek me and find me when 

you seek me with all your heart: (Jer. 29:13). There 

can be no casual, half-hearted turning to God-not if 

we want Him to return to us. God emphasizes this 

principle in Joel 2:12-14;” Even now”, declares the 

lord, “return to me with all your heart, with fasting 

and weeping and mourning.” Rend your heart and 

not your garments…who knows? He may turn and 

have pity and leave behind a blessing.”  

Are you grieved over our nations refusal to acknowledge 

God and His blessings on us? I think back to 9/11 and how it 

appeared that we, for a moment in time, cried out to God 

when we had no answers for what was going on and felt 

vulnerable to the attack of outsiders. We asked for God’s 

blessing and protection which He has given us, but we 

quickly went back to our self-sufficient, self-centered 

lifestyle. It seems like we want God’s protection and 

blessing but when we have it, we really don’t want Him 

telling us how to live. 

Let’s remember, in our personal prayer time, to pray for 

our nation, that we might repent and turn back to our God 

who loves us wants us to know Him through Jesus Christ! 

 

IN THE MEANTIME 

On Thursday nights, we have been enjoying soup suppers 

together during lent. We have also been challenged by 

Andy Stanley to grow in our trust in God’s love for us 

during those times in our lives where we are either 

waiting for God to answer our prayer or when we realize 

that His answer to our prayer is “no”. He really loves us 

and really is at work even in the moments of difficulty.  

 

If you haven’t yet joined us, it’s not too late. We’d love to 

have you travel this journey together with us. Soup is 

served from 6-6:30, followed by a time of worship, 

teaching, discussion and prayer. Hope to see you there. 

 

     

      

FROM A PASTOR’S DESK: 

I wanted to share with you a portion of a letter that I 

just received from Anne Graham Lotz, Chairman of the 

National Day of Prayer Task Force. If ever there was a 

time for prayer in our nation, this maybe it. Here is a 

good reminder why. 

“Our nation is in turmoil. Why? Could it be 

because America is losing God’s blessing? His 

Favor? Could our sin be provoking His judgement? 

Judgment that is not necessarily in the form of a 

nuclear dirt bomb, or another ISIS attack, or an 

economic collapse; but a Romans 1 judgment as 

God backs out of our national life and turns us 

over to ourselves. 

In the O.T., God moved in judgment on His own 

beloved nation of Judah. Interestingly, His 

judgment of Judah was a 22-year process. God 

moved slowly, giving plenty of opportunity for 

Judah to repent of her sin, turn to Him, and 

therefore escape judgment. But with all of God’s 

warnings, Judah became even more defiant. More 

disobedient. More wicked. She insisted on her 

right to immorality and idolatry. In the end, God 

became her enemy. He sent in the Babylonians to 

destroy Jerusalem, the temple, and the people. 

Those who were not taken captive were 

slaughtered in the streets. 

So…if we are coming under the judgment of God-

if He is giving us over to ourselves and removing 

His blessing, protection, and favor-the solution 

will not be found in politics or the economy or the 

military or technology. The solution will be found 

on our knees as we humble ourselves, pray, seek 

God’s face, and repent of our sin. Then plead for 

Him to return to us as we return to Him. 
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MENS SOFTBALL 

Spring must be here because softball starts this 

month! The season officially begins the week of April 

21st. We don’t have the schedule yet but will share it 

with you when we do. Hopefully you can come out 

and support us. If you would like to play and would 

like more information, contact Arden Smith. 

We see this as an opportunity to live out our 

Christianity on the ball field and in the stands. We also 

have opportunity right on the team with some of our 

own players who come from outside the church.  

Hope to see you at the park! Play ball! 

 

MAKER FUN FACTORY – Created by God, Built for A 

Purpose 

This is the theme for this year’s Vacation Bible School! 

Hopefully you’ve got your calendars marked for the 

week of August 21-25. It’s one of those “all hands- on 

deck” kind of events. We are already praying for great 

results both in the lives of the children who attend 

and the homes that they come from! 

GATHER FOR A CAUSE 

Human trafficking is a hidden evil that is not unique to 

one country or culture. This form of modern-day 

slavery is not only taking place across the globe, but is 

exploiting men, women and children right here in 

Michigan. Oakpointe Church is offering an evening of 

awareness and inspiration regarding this problem. 

Gather for A Cause is an opportunity to learn more 

about how to battle human trafficking.  

 

The event will be held on Friday, May 5th from 7-

9:30pm at Oakpointe Church in Novi. The cost is 

$10.00. Register online at: oakpointe.org/gather 

 

 

 

 

 

  

  EASTER SCHEDULE HOLY WEEK 

 Thursday, April 13th  Soup Supper and the 

conclusion of our Lenten Study 

Good Friday – April 14th -Service at noon 

EASTER SUNDAY – April 16th  Easter breakfast 9am 

Resurrection Celebration 10:15am 

   

BAIR LAKE MEN’S RETREAT 

It’s not too late men! The dates are April 28-30, 

2017 and the speaker will again be Tom Harmon 

who has blessed us in the past! This is a weekend 

packed with fun activities, great teaching and 

worship, and food that is out of this world! The 

cost for the entire weekend is $114.  

If you have any questions, please see Mark. There 

is a sign up in the rear entry. Please sign up asap so 

that we can get our reservations in.  

  GULL LAKE LADIES DAY CONFERENCE 

Gull Lake Ladies Day Conference will be on 

Wednesday, June 7, 2017.  Keeping it All Together 

is the topic with guest speaker Pam Farrel and 

musician Heather Bays.  The cost will be $20 per 

person and that includes morning coffee and 

pastries starting at 8am and the program and 

lunch from 9am – 3pm.  We will stop for dinner on 

our way back to church which is not included in 

the $20 fee.  We will depart from church at 6:30am 

and return around 7pm.  Any questions please see 

Debbie Boyle. 

    NURSERY NEEDS 

We are still in need of someone or someone’s to 

take the lead in caring for our nursery. Our 

youngest members deserve a first-class 

environment to be cared for in. Would you 

consider helping with this responsibility? For more 

details on what is needed see Barb 

Christopherson. 

 



EASTER EGG DYING EVENT  

Easter is just around the corner!!! On Good Friday 

(April 14th) before the Good Friday service, we will 

have an Easter egg dying event for the children. The 

eggs will then be served at the Easter breakfast. We 

are in need of hard boiled eggs. If you are willing 

please sign up to bring in a dozen hard boil eggs on 

Sunday, April 9th.  Following the egg dying there will 

be a children's service during the Good Friday service. 

On Easter Sunday, there will be the annual Easter egg 

hunt for toddlers through fifth graders to participate 

in following service.  

 

STUDY GROUPS 

After Easter, we will again be offering topical study 

groups in place of our usual care group meetings. The 

groups will meet at church two weeks out of the 

month on days that will be decided by the group. The 

topics that will be offered this time are: “Unlocking 

the secrets of an intentional life”, “Miracles and the 

supernatural in our daily lives”, and “Reignite the fire 

of your marriage”. More details about the studies will 

be shared in the near future.  

 

 

  

 

OHIO WORKPROJECT REPORT 

It was a real blessing to partner again with our 

friends from Ohio on their annual urban mission 

trip. This year we provided 5 worksites for the 

volunteers to work at. The recipient families were 

either connected to the church or our outreach 

program.  

 

Thank you to the Fellowship ministry who provided 

an awesome dinner at Christ Church for the team of 

about 45 teens and adults on Friday night which is 

the first day of their mission. Some of the work that 

was completed was the installation of a furnace in a 

home that didn’t have one, reconnecting a furnace 

that hadn’t worked in a year and a half, putting in 

subfloor and new flooring in a kitchen, removing 

and installing a new dishwasher, replacing a 

custom-built countertop and kitchen sink, repairing 

the ceiling in a basement, replacing a toilet, 

repairing plumbing and electrical needs, repairing 

drywall, and lots of painting! 

 

In addition to the blessing that these workers were 

to the families that they served, I learned that 

approximately 60% of the teenagers who came to 

serve were not Christians. I thank God for the 

hearts of the YFC leadership that use this 

opportunity to introduce so many young people to 

the Gospel of Jesus Christ! 

 

It is truly a blessing to be a part of this 

mission/outreach opportunity! 

 

      

 

 

 

 


